Welcome
We, the teachers in our department, always aim to demonstrate the real world to our students so
that they gain a better understanding of how the local, national and international economies and
businesses work and how they impact on their lives now and in the future. Our aim is to open
avenues for our students and to be innovative and creative in our delivery of the concepts under
study. The courses available for students are dynamic in nature. They allow students not only to
develop academically and acquire many transferable skills for the future, but also gain a practical
view of how things work in a wider context which can support employment. Students develop their
knowledge in a supportive and stimulating environment enabling virtually all to progress and achieve
real success. The courses available set solid foundations for higher education as well as for the job
market.
We share a keen interest in the subject, a positive approach to our work and a commitment to bring
out the full potential of each and every one of our pupils. We aim to involve pupils in a variety of
approaches and experiences. We encourage independence of thought yet also provide opportunity
for our pupils to work in a co-operative manner, sharing ideas and developing communication skills.
There is a real emphasis on making the learning of concepts fun, interactive and visual. We use many
mediums to give our students understanding of topics and this is also supported by well designed,
and heavily resourced, schemes of work, ensuring that the specifications and learning criteria are
met fully.

KS4 BUSINESS STUDIES
Business is a subject that offers students an introduction to how businesses are developed and
grown in the real world. It informs them of the practical nature of the world we live in and the
mechanisms that operate in the markets that impact on our lives. The subject is very broad
combining theoretical learning with practical working examples. The courses we offer helps to bring
a well-meaning balance to their learning and personal development suitable for their future needs.
For example, students are regularly encouraged to give talks and presentations on business ideas to
help develop their confidence and communication skills. Students are encouraged to be as creative
as possible in coming up with business ideas as well as being entrepreneurial in the way they
approach their studies.
The course is split into two main themes. Theme 1 – ‘Investigating Small Businesses’ and Theme 2 –
‘Building A Business’
While studying the two themes of this course you will be introduced to the world of small businesses
and will look at what makes someone a successful entrepreneur. You will find out how to develop an
idea and spot an opportunity, and turn that into a successful business. You will understand how to
make a business effective and manage money. You will also see how the world around us affects
small businesses and all the people involved.

KS4 BUSINESS STUDIES QUALIFICATION AT A GLANCE

Recommended GCSE texts or revision guides:
•
•

Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Business Revision Guide
ISBN: 978 1 292 19071 6

•
•

Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Business Revision Workbook
ISBN: 978 1 292 19070 9

*Please note both of these resources are available to loan from the school library

KS5 BUSINESS STUDIES
Is a business study A-level right for me?
Do you like:
•
•
•
•

Communicating and explaining your ideas
Thinking creatively and making decisions
Working with numbers to solve business problems
Learning about the world of business through research and investigation, as well as through
practical tasks then the A Level Business course is the RIGHT subject for you.

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied Business prior to taking this course. You might have an
interest in business, and want to start your own business one day. You may have an enquiring mind
and be interested in learning about the world around you, how businesses are set up, and what it is
that makes someone a great entrepreneur. This course will help you to understand all this and more.
You will be encouraged to use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of
business, to understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives and to
challenge assumptions. This course will deepen your knowledge of business as well as support career
choices by exploring the different areas of businesses.
Where will it take me?
•
•
•
•

Work based training or apprentice scheme
University
Employment
Starting your own business

“Business and related subjects including finance and economics are among the most popular fields of
study at universities worldwide, particularly at graduate level business graduates are in high demand
worldwide, business touches on pretty much every aspect of modern human society, careers with a
business degree are diverse and often highly paid.”
http://www.topuniversities.com/courses/business-management-studies/why-study-business
Useful Business resources:
You will be provided with this textbook for the duration of your studies:

Is this the right subject for me?
If you enjoy:
•
•
•
•

Communicating and explaining your ideas
Thinking creatively and making decisions
Working with numbers to solve business problems
Learning about the world of business through research and investigation, as well as through
practical tasks then the GCSE Business course is the RIGHT subject for you.

Look at some of the things you can watch and apply to your business course

Why study A Level Business Studies?
A-level Business Studies helps students:
•
•
•
•
•

Develop a critical understanding of organizations, the markets they serve and the process of
adding value
Build awareness that business behaviour can be studied from the perspectives of a range of
stakeholders
Acquire a range of skills including decision-making and problem-solving in business contexts
Understand current structures of business and business practice as well as the impact of
legislation
Gain an insight into a wide range of career possibilities including Accounting, Finance,
Marketing, Human Resources and Operations

What will you study?
Across the two year course you will build an understanding of the following areas:
Theme 1: Marketing and people
Theme 2: Managing business activities

Theme 2: Managing business activities

EXAMPLES OF STUDENTS’ WORK

Social Distancing Marketing Campaign competition

This challenge put students in to the shoes of a marketer during this tough time for businesses
around the world.
This task was developing creative thinking skills and application and students were using their
knowledge of external influences on business, branding and brand image, ethics, corporate social
responsibility and marketing methods, I am sure many other topics and skills are linked too.
Task: Students were to choose a brand of their choice and make a social distancing advertisement
for the brand.
Here are some of the shortlisted pieces:

Examples of student workbooks:

KS5 ECONOMICS
Economists study studies human behaviour, how markets work and how they fail. We seek to
understand the dynamics of change at a micro level (e.g. within an industry) and at a macro level
(e.g. within and between countries)
The social science of economics has gained increasing prominence since the credit crunch of 2008
with resources, such as money and housing, in critical shortage and seemingly inadequate for a
population with unlimited needs and wants. These pressures are evident in and around Southend as
the government seeks to cut spending on health and education in an area of population growth
and youth unemployment. Our department wants to make students aware of how these economic
events may influence their lives.
A Level Economics has never been more popular as a course choice and the increasing presence of
economics in the national media and consciousness makes this an ideal time to study the subject. At
Cecil Jones we seek to make the study of economics as fascinating, accessible and challenging as
possible.

Are you curious about the society you live in and the people around you?
Economics asks big questions, such as why countries develop, why inequality persists and what the
future of work will be like. It thinks about how to design internet platforms and health systems and
policies to tackle climate change. It also studies human behaviour, including co-operation, peer
effects and pro-social behaviour.
Do you want to change the world?
Economics is the most powerful social science with economists working in key roles in government
departments and at the Bank of England, not to mention international organisations such as the
World Bank.
Do you want a well-paid career?
Economics graduates are among the highest paid. Studying economics gives students great analytical
skills and trains them to be comfortable with data. Most economics graduates won’t go on to be
economists; but they will be hired as data analysts, consultants, financial analysts, policy and
strategy advisors, researchers, accountants.
Economics is always changing – here is another interesting topic/article we looked at this week
https://www.forbes.com/sites/avivahwittenbergcox/2020/05/31/5-economists-redefiningeverything–oh-yes-and-theyre-women/#58c02b5a714a
Why choose Economics?
The products and services you use every day are only available because of an increasingly complex
system of global markets. Economists seek to understand how households, business and
governments interact and make decisions that influence our present and future living standards.
Choose economics if you want to understand the challenging decisions that face modern political
and business leaders in their attempts to manage resources more effectively (not necessarily
ethically). Economics is widely respected as a challenging subject by universities and employers.
There aren’t many A-Level subjects as dynamic as Economics. The news is full examples of
Economics in action such as:
How Economics can help provide answers to the challenges of climate change and environmental
damage
The winners and losers from increasing protectionism
The future of work in an era of artificial intelligence
Money makes the world go around. It plays a big part in politics, society, law, geography, and almost
everything else in life. Understanding how people, companies, and countries control their money is
one of the most valuable skills to any employer.
But, economics is much more than pounds and dollars. It’s a fascinating study of psychology, of why
people make the decisions they make, and how resources are spread out around the world.
Economics is studied in two main strands:
•
•

Microeconomics is the study of how individual parties (people, groups, and businesses) use
their wealth.
Macroeconomics looks at entire economies. The unemployment, inflation, and monetary
challenges of cities, countries, and continents.

Combine this course with:

Geography, Sociology, Psychology, languages or Maths.

Essential if you go on to:
A career in financial services (banking, accountancy, stockbroking),
law, politics, journalism, business consultancy, insurance, or professional economist.
Further information in the link below – please have a look
http://www.discovereconomics.ac.uk/
Useful resources include:
https://www.tutor2u.net/business
https://time2resources.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business

AN ACTIVITY TO TRY AT HOME
Does business sound like something you would be interested in? Have a go at the activity below.

